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"I don't know who that comes from.'
8>be said. "Head it."
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signature at nil this time, but tl
writing waa
bad told m· -nare in t
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«rd Flavia,
ao that tli«· ripple of :

"?- you value 1
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Tt- : shall .

round fear I ¦;·- Be· that
do not go out unless well guar·'.

she asked, a little
rebellious.

-. an order, madame.If you love
me."
"A!. «-«J. And I could not but

Ids» her.
Tajo know m *'.·" she asked.
*I _ .· - «1 I. "'It is from a good

friend -and. I fear, un unhappy wo
man. You must b« 111 Flavia, and un-
nl»l«· to g·· t«· Z« nda. Make your ex-
.aajBBBj ::s , ,!«1 snd for: ,.u like."

you feel atro; ? to anger
MhhaelV" ali.« said, with m proud smile.
"I'm at! | ugh for anything

while you are saf«·. - il
Soon I tore mysejf away from her.

and then, wit bout consulting Sapt. I
took my way to th«· bous«· of Marshal
Straken« / t bed aajaaj something of
the old g«nera 1. und I Mated and trusted
him. Supt was less enthusiastic, but I
bad learii«»»! by ft ^.-ipt was best
pleased when he could do everything,
and Jealou.-y pi rt in his
views. Ae tilings were now. I had
more w«.rk «hin Sapt and Fritz could
manage, for th«-y nr. w.th in·
to Zenda, and I want··«! a man to guard
what I im»· nil the world and
Buffer about my task ··'
leasing the king with .¡nd.
The marshal me with most

loyal kindiwss. To eon.e extent I took
bin: into my con: ! charged him
with tbe care of the prin«*ess, looking
bim full ai« uitly in the face
as I bade bim let no on.· fr«>m her
cousin the duk«· nppr<>a«*h her unless he
himself were there and a dozen of bla
men with him.
"You may be right, sire." said be,

shaking his gray head sadly. "I bave
known better men than the duke do
worse thing» than that for love."

I could «-ulte appreciate the remark,
but I said:
"There's something beside love, mar-

aba 1. Love's for tbe heart. I· there
nothing my brother might like for bis
ha__dr
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"I . more than my
? ?," said I.

. trust more
:.

. I to you safe and
Ond«, failing that, I

Wb poti returned tothe pal¬
ace .·; ;it und Fritz what I had

law fi.ulte to find
and a few grumblea to utter. Thla waa
merely what 1 for S_pt liked
to bo eooaoltod :.d, not inform¬
ed afterward, On the whole he ap-

1 uf my plan·», and his apirits
roee hlk'h uu the hour of action drew
nearer and n» rer. Fritz, too, was
ready, though be. poor follow, risked
more than Bnpl did, fur he was a lover,
and bis happiness hung in the scale.
Yet how 1 Un! For tlie trluni·

wontd crown him
with bapplneoa i.ud unite him to his

¦an for which we
were bound to 1. trive and
struggle, menni lo me iorrow more cer¬
tain and «¦ an if 1 wore doom¬
ed to fall. Ho understood something of
this. f.»r when we were alone (nave fur
old Sapr, who was smoking at the oth¬
er end of the room) ho passed hie arm

gh mine, saying:
'"It's hard fur you. Don't think I

don't trust y ??. I know noth¬
ing but true thought«. In yon* burt."
Hut I turned away from him, thank¬

fultl. what my heart
hold, but only be witness to the deeds
that my hand.-« were b» do.

Vet even he did not understand, for
he had not dared to l.ft his eyea to tbe
Prtneeaa Flavia, aa ? had Uffa
Our plan* wer.· OOW all made, even

aa wo proceeded to oarry them out,
and as they will hereafter appear. The
next mon art on the
hunt: »ion. I bad .nade all ar¬

ising absent, and now
there was only one thin»; loft to do¬
tile bird. __??? heartbreakiug.
As e\ening G« I I drove through tho
busy stroet.· : s residence. I
waa r· ! as 1 went and heartilycheered, i my part, and made
shift to look the happy lover. In spiteof my depression I was almoat amused
ut the coolness and delicate hauteur
with whloh my tweet lover received
me. She bad heard that the king waa
leating Rtrelf.au on a hunting expedi¬
tion.

*T regret that we cannot a.nuae your
majesty hero in 8trelaau," alie aald.
tapping ber foot lightly on the floor.
"I would have offered yon more enter-
X^lAIEtent, but I waa foolish enough to

-Well, whit;" I asked, leaning over
her.

\ "Tl«at for lust a «lay or two after*.
Biter ' Ik« happy
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double Bbaped 1 to come
between OS, tiirii--
.where Bhe lay. pale, exhausfeil. faint¬
ing,!:. : looking up at
me with t h love
as I h.·'.v.« ii.--.er s«*eii, ami haunt me
now and will till the ground closes over
me.and (who i-

A
HTKlt Nil.
five miles from Zenda,

on t!. from that
on winch the «asti»» waa eltu-
uted. tini«» lies a large tract

of wood. It is i-King ground, and In
ut.T cat the demesne, on th«· top

of tli«· h:i!. «.tamis a line modern cha¬
teau, tb«* property of a distant kinsman
of Fritz's, tli»· «'«.lint Stanislas von Tar-
lenbelm. fount Stanislas himself was
a student and a recluse. He seldom
visited the house and had on Fritz's
.request very readily and courteously
offer«·· vitality for myself
and my party. This, then, was our
destinat!«»n. chosen !y for the
sake of the boar hunting (for the wood
was carefully pre »serv «il, and boars,
once common all over Ituritania, were
stili to !»?« found there In considerable

«.rs», really because It brought us
within strikii:«.· ¦ of the Duke
of Strelsan'«« *_mh*b magnificent dwell¬
ing on the other sl«le of the town. A
large party of servants, with horses
and lai tarted early In the morn¬
ing. We foliowe«! at mid.lay. traveling
by trüüi for thirty mile.-· end then
mounting our horses to ride the re¬
maining «listai.··»» t·· the chateau.
W* »«.«?e a gallant party. Besides

Rapt and Fritz, I waa accompanied by
ten gentlemen. Every one of them bad
t>een carefully ch«»sen and no leas care¬
fully sounded by my two friends, and
all were «i«-\ otedly attached to the per¬
son of the kaii»'. They were told a part
of the truth The attempt on my life
in the summer house was revealed to
tbem as a spur to their loyalty and an
indictment against Michael. They were
also informed that a friend of tbe
king's was suspected to be forcibly
eaaafincd within tbe castle of Zenda,
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"If
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than rd. I
»'iffer.·

MHe !« ble to attend to his affaira,
aire "

:i your roof are not
sick. ' g.1 Mend

¦¡¦.In and DetChOldl I
. had suffered a hurt."

in and Krafstein 1
glum :;:· :isy, but young Rupert's
amile gì brandar.

'11.· bopofl aoon to find a modioine
for it. rdl*i " he answered.
An·; | ont laughing. G?G ! knew

what hanl longed for. It
Is called r. vengo.

? will dine with us. gentlemen?"
I asked
Young Rupert was profuse in apolo¬

gies. They had urgent duties at the
castle.

..Then." said I, with a wave of my
band, "to nur next mooting, gentlemen.
May !t nuike us better arajualnted."

"\\ iy your majesty for an
early opportunity." qnoth Rupert air¬
ily. And he strode past Sapt with auch

rn on hia face that I saw the
old follow clinch his fist and scowl
black as night.
For my part, if a man must needs

be a k -I would havo him a debo¬
nair knave, and I liked Rupert Hent-
rau better than his long faced, close
eyed companions. It makes your ein
no wors.· as I conceive, to do it a la
mode and stylishly.
Now. it was a curious thing that on

this drat night, instead of eating the
excellent dinner my cooks had pre¬
pared for me, I must needs leave my
gentlemen to eat It alone, under Sapt'.·«
presiding care, and ride myself with
Fritx to tbe town of Zenda and a
certain little inn that I knew of. There
waa little danger in the excursion. The
evenings were long and light, and the
road this side of Zonda well frequent¬
ed. S<> off we rode, with a groom be¬
hind us. I muffled myaelf up in a big
cloak.

"Fritz." said I as we entered the
town, "there's an uncommonly )
girl at this inn."
"How do you know?" he asked.
"Because I've been there," said I.
"Blnce ". he began.
..No. Before," aakl I.
."Bat they'll recognise you?"
.TvOll, of course they will. Now don't

orgue, my good fellow, but listen to
me. We're two gentlemen of the king's
honsehold. and one of ua has a tooth¬
ache. The other will order a private
room and dinner and. further, a bottle
«afj_be heat wine for t_ie sufferer. A__J

ver a fellow as I take
girl and no other

will wait (.ti
"WI Frita.

"Mi I "if she won't

n N..tl
but i: !
in. XI Two
viinu'

might pre1 r np-

Older. vn in the private
room. ? min:· ·· in

"If I should hu
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the wine down. 1 didn't want it drop-
l poured out a glasa and gave

it to
¦'.ntlemsn pain?" the
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thai yon do
And. Bind know that the

ernly, for there is
rm in Itti litt;.· fear

into :i M.iiiiiiii - and I
giving bor a

hands,m,·« present. Thou wo dined,
and. wrapping ¡t my face,
with Frit* landing the
downstairs U> our horses again.

It was but half past s and hardly yet
dark. Tl;· ate full for such a

quiet lift!' id I OOOM see that
gossip was all agog With the king on
one Kide and th.· done on the other.
Banda f»-lt i t ... -? G t ti·» , enter Of all Rurt-

g .· 'y through tho
town, but sa«t our I sharper

!<·<! the OpeO COUU
try.

a want t<· catch this fellow Jo¬
hann'." :..»ka-,l l· ritt.
"Aye. and I fai. _d tho

hook right. Our litt 1«- DeUlnh will

>/ia lUtrUit ?? itti ti llttie mhrick.
bring our Samson It Is not enough,
Fritz, to have no women In a house.
though brother .Michael shows some
wisdom there. lf you want safety,
you must bave noue within fifty miles."
"None nearer than Strelsau, for ln-

atance," said iroor Fritz, with a lore-
lorn sigh.
We reached the avenue of the cha¬

teau nnd were soon at the house. Aa
the hoofs of our horses sounded on the
gravel Sapt rushed out to meet us.
"Thank God. you're safer* he cried.

"Hare you seen anything of them?"
"Of whom?" I asked, diamounting.
He drew ua aalde that tbe grooms

«night_ü.o. b.ar.

.." le» «..li ? t«> me. *'y««U IUUSt not
?«1·» :il..u:t lier«» ____¦_ with ìyujt a
dozen of know among our

? young fellow, J.
by n.*n
Ik a flue, strap-

plüi: yntii-t; man. almost of my height,
and of light ««ornpl.

I.es In his room upstairs with a
pullet through his arm."
"The deu« <·

"After iHnnsr he strolleil out alone
and went a ? .nt«> the wood.

.oiikrht he saw

a, and one
-1 u gun at him. He ha·! M weep·

on, an«l he start««d at a run back to¬
ward but one «>f them tired,
and h·» are· hit and had much ado to
reach nere bei ited. Bjr gciod
fuck th«-y toered to pursue him nearer
the
He t

I. th<» bullet ?

"It is v« 1 it's
first M·«-' I."

"I wonder which three lt was." paid
Fritz.

*·\?«·11. s id. "I went out to¬
night f'»r no idle ? ? ? ou shall

But tl ug in my
mln.l."

..\\'ii.*>fs thatT* he Baa»
"Why. this,** I '."that I

shall illr· »«at honors
Kurit f I depart from

on that.
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I bad bua in the raw, forali
t? his

moti··

"TI.«· duke offen you mor·· t'
belter for

you. Hut he
imt Bcroa

BBttJ a million crov
"I prefer .»«»nr offer, my lord. If 1

am bound to one."
*l ·11 refi!-·

"Of iiill'

"I toll Michael y..u would." And
ll-iiii. 1.; re-dor«·«!, gave

me t' "The feet
is. between ·· nued,

:.'t umlerstaiid a g«*ntle-
ni in."

I l»*gan to laugh.
"And youV
"1 .. aeJd **\v.!l v, ,¡1, the

halter be it."
"I'm sorry you won't live to see It,"

? ?1·-·«·?\ «-d.
the honor

to fast.-:i a particular quarrel oa ?
"I would you were a few \«*ars older.

though.''
devil

gives increase," laugh«·« I he. "I can
hol«l my own."
"How i«* your prisoner?" I asked.
"The k".

¡r prisoner "

"If bT wishes, sire. Well, he
la al:

?.» r..*«.· to his feet. I imitated him.
Then came the most audacious thing

I have known iu my life. My friends
were some thirty yards away, llupert
called to I groom to bring him hi·
horse and dismissed tlie fellow with a
crown, ?'!..· h »r«e stoixi near. I stood
etili, su«-p«*ot!iig nothing. Rupert made
as though t»> mount. Then he suddenly
turn«»d to m»-. his left hand resting on
his belt, his r ...'».li.-d.
"Shake Iìi-uhU." he said.
I bowed, and did aa he bad f?roeOta

.I put my himls l»ehind me. Quicker
than thought his left hand darted out
at me and a small dagger flashed in
the air. II«» struck ine in the hft shoul¬
der. Had ? not swerved it had lieen

With ¦ cry I staggered back.
Without touching the stirrup he leaped
upon bis horse aud was off like an ar¬
row, pursued by cries and revolver
shots -the laut as useless as the fint¬
ami I sank into my chair, bleeding pro¬fusely, ßß I watched the devil's brat
disappear down tbe long avenue. My
friends surrounded me, and then I
faint« «1

I Buppoee that I waa put to bed and
there lay unconscious or half conscious
for many hours, for it was night when? ßwoke to my full mind and foundFrit» bee»*:îe a,«. ,i wag .weak »nd

weary, mit ti»» nade me ne or goo<_
he.-r. »-. ? y :. _r rb.i! my wound would

soou beai and that '.neauwhüe all bad
gone well, f.r .b>hann. the kee¡»or. had
fallen hit id I.ml for
him an»! was even now in tbe house.

I the .'Herr thing ?" pursued
Fritz, "that 1 * altogether

f hero. 1
.buk tint when Illaek Mi. hael Vas
brought off bis coii|». witnesses of how

¡if waa effected saving, of course, tht*
Six themselves.will not be at a pre-
__ium."
This idea argued a shrewdness Id

our captisi* which led ine to build
bopes on b:s ass; 1
him to Ik« brought In at once.
condm tin! hiiu ami set him in a
by my bodoUa II·· was sullen and
afraid, but. to say truth, after young

tplott we also hail our fears,
and If ha ? ? G? far as possible from

I formidable six shooter Sapt
kej.it him ft» far us h·* could from me.

ver. when li" ime in his banda
'louiid. but that I would not suf¬

fer.
I need not stay to recount the safe¬

guard·» and rewards w ,· promised the
all of winch wore hotaorohly
md paid, so that he live««

now in ?· (though wl··
may not mention) -fafrí we we.

b as we soon learn¬
ed tl man

I tbroogh·
out t! f the

.· >.f what 0 Rut
he l_.ul ?· all of kit loyalty
and, !

by his kno
ii the

abb· I .re befOCt «.cry
And h«

\s the let .1 of 1 and In the
appro«.

b abetted >>n the end of the
drawhrklf

k Itself. Tho
outer of t' -. but

; the
inner had ¡re window, which

inner
there lay iil\v:i«s. day and night,

d the !:.
of I »nke m that on any at-

! 1·· on the outer I
the tl

..mid without risk

should ?« In d
? (for

one "' ;1..t.'i
should teere t it a*v

( paao
iner rooon

ado kill t: iy there
apono

and with his arms e.intine.l In fine
st.·.) ? hi.h did not allow him

ro than three
- fr-un his shoulder. Thus l»e-
the outer door \t .·: d the

king would Is« dead. And bis body?
For his I !d be evidence aa

I
un. "his high¬

ness bus thought of that. While th»»
two hold the outer room the cue who
has killed tha· king unlocks tho bare
in the «.piare window (iliey turn on a

The window now give* no
light, for its mouth is choked by a

earthen«·« | thlo
pipe, which Is igh to let
through It the IhmI.v of a man. passée
into the moat, ruiiini·,' to an end Im¬
mediately altove the surface of the
water, «.o tti.it there is oo p»«roeptlble
Interval between water and pi,?*. Tho
king being dead, his murderer swiftly
ties a weight to the body and, dragging
it to the window, raises it by a pulley
(for lest the weight should prove too
great Datehard has provided one» till
it is level with the mouth of the pipe.
He inserts the feet in the pipe and
pushes the body down. Silently, with¬
out splash or Hound. It falls into tho
water and thence to the bottom of the
moat, which is twouty foot deep there¬
abouts. This done, tho murderer crie*
loudly. 'AH. well" and himself slide*
down the pipe; and the others, if they
can and the attack is not too hot.
run to the inuor room and. seeking ?
moment's delay, bar the door and in
their turn slide down. And ttiougb the
king rises not from the bottom, they
rlae and swim round to tho other side,
where the orders are for men to wait
them with rope*, to haul them out. and
horses. And bere, If things go ill, th*
duke will join tbom and seek safety
hy riding; but If all go*· well they will
retnrn to th* castle aud have their
enemies in a trap. That, air, ia tbe
plan of bis highness for the disposal
of the kiug In case of need. But it ia
not to be used till the last, for, aa we
all know, be Is not minded to kill tho
king uuleea he can, before or soon aft¬
er, kill you also, air. Now. sir. I have
.poken tne truth, as tioO 1* my wtt-
neaa, and I pray you to shield me from
the vengeance of Duke Michael; for if.
after he knows what I bave done, I
fall into hia banda I shall pray for one
thing out of all the world.a speedy
death, and that I ahall not obtain from
him!"
The fellows story waa rudely told,

bnt our questions aupplemented hi*
narrative. What be had tokl us ap¬
plied to an armed attack, but lf sus¬

picions were aroused and there cam*
overwhelming force . auch, for ln-
atance. tt I. the king, cou Id briog.the
eoNTi_«ru__o on ihxtm paos.


